Kids Column
The Immaculate Conception

Tomorrow we will be celebrating the
Immaculate Conception of Our Blessed Mother.
The words "Immaculate Conception" mean that
she had no sin on her soul, not even original sin,
from the first moment her life began!

Why do you think God saved Mary from all
sin? He wanted her to be the perfect mother for
His Son Jesus. If you could make your own
mother wouldn't you make her perfect too?

Mary is also a model to all
people of how to live a good
Christian life and to serve God as
best we can. We should thank
God for giving us such a
beautiful example in His holy
Mother. We should pray to
Mary every day and ask her to
help us love her Son Jesus more.
Can you say an extra 'Hail Mary'
on Our Lady's feast day?
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by John Sheppard

There is much legend surrounding
¢t. Lucy, but one thing is Clear. She
believed in God, declared her beliefs
and died for her beliefs. She was
tortured and Killed under the
Christian persecutions of Diocletian.

She is the
patron saint
of the blind
and thost
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His Kingdom Comes..

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” John proclaims, and the
Liturgy today paints us a vivid portrait of our new king and the
shape of the kingdom He has come to bring.

The Lord whom John prepares the way for in today’s Gospel is
the righteous king prophesied in the First Reading and Psalm.
He is the king’s son, the son of David, a shoot from the root of
Jesse, David’s father. He will be the Messiah, anointed with the
Holy Spirit, endowed with the seven gifts of the Spirit -
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety
and fear of the Lord. He will rule with justice, saving the poor
from the ruthless and wicked. His rule will be not only over
Israel, but will extend from sea to sea, to the ends of the earth.
He will be a light, a signal to all nations, and they will seek
Him and pay Him homage. In Him, all the tribes of the earth
will find blessing. The covenant promise to Abraham, renewed
in God’s oath to David, will be fulfilled in His dynasty. His
name will be blessed forever.

In Christ, God confirms His oath to Israel’s patriarchs, Paul
tells us in the Epistle. But no longer are God’s promises
reserved solely for the children of Abraham. The Gentiles, too,
will glorify God for His mercy. Once strangers, in Christ they
will be included in “the covenants of promise”. John delivers
this same message in the Gospel. Once God’s chosen people
were hewn from the rock of Abraham. Now, God will raise up
living stones, children of Abraham, born not of flesh and blood
but of the Spirit.

This is the meaning of the fiery baptism He brings, making us
royal heirs of the kingdom of heaven, the Church.

(excerpt: stpaulcenter.com)
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The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

According to the teaching of the Church, the conception of the Mary in
her mother's womb was free from original sin. This means that Mary
was conceived by normal biological means, but her soul was kept
immaculate by God at the time of her conception.

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception (Mary being conceived free
from original sin) is not to be confused with the virginal conception of
her son Jesus. Roman Catholic dogma states "that the most Blessed
Virgin Mary, in the first instance of her conception, by a singular grace
and privilege granted by Almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the human race, was preserved free from all stain
of original sin."

Being always free from original sin, from her conception Mary received
the sanctifying grace that would normally come with baptism after
birth. The Church holds that Mary was also sinless personally - "free
from all sin, original or personal". But her immaculate conception did
not remove her need for redemption by Christ; rather it was the result
of a more perfect redemption granted her because of her special role in
salvation history. Indeed, Mary herself proclaims in Luke 1:47: "My
spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour." The Immaculate Conception
represents Christ's saving grace operating in Mary in anticipation of His
redemption of man and in God's foreknowledge of Mary's acceptance of
His Will for her. In other words, the Immaculate Conception was not a
precondition for Christ's act of redemption but the result of it. It is the
concrete expression of God's love for Mary, who gave herself fully,
completely, and without hesitation to His service. This is referred to as
Mary's pre-redemption by Christ.

The belief that Mary was sinless and conceived immaculate has been
widely held since Late Antiquity, and the doctrine was dogmatically
defined in 1854 by Pope Pius IX in his Papal Bull “Ineffabilis Deus”.

(excerpt: catholicismabout.com
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